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discharge is less wrong than not to discharge? In like
manner with the shopkeeper's misdemeanours. No one can
sum up either the amount of positive and negative pain
which tolerating them involves, nor the amount of positive
and negative pain involved by not tolerating them; and
in medium cases no one can say where the one exceeds the
other.

In men's wider relations frequently occur circumstances
under which a decision one or other way is imperative, and
yet under which not even the most sensitive conscience
helped by the clearest judgment, can decide which of
the alternatives is relatively right. Two examples will
suffice.              Here is a merchant who loses by the failure

of a man indebted to him. Unless he gets help he himself
will fail; .and if he fails he will bring disaster not only on
his family but on all who have given him credit. Even if
by borrowing he is enabled to meet Immediate engagements,
he is not safe 3 for the time is one of panic, and others
of his debtors by going to the wall may put him in further
difficulties. Shall he ask a friend for a loan ? On the one
hand, is it not wrong forthwith to bring on himself, his
family, and those who have business relations with him, the.
evils of his failure ? On the other hand, is it not wrong to
hypothecate the property of his friend, and lead him too,
with his belongings and dependents, into similar risks?
The loan would probably tide him over his difficulty; in
which case would it not be unjust to his creditors did he
refrain from asking.it? Contrariwise, the loan would very
possibly fail to stave off his bankruptcy; in which case is
not his action in trying to obtain it, practically fraudulent ?
Though in extreme cases it may be easy to say which course
is the least wrong, how is it possible in all those medium
cases where even by the keenest man of business the con-
tingencies cannot be calculated ?                Take, again, the
difficulties that not unfrequently arise from antagonism
between family duties and social duties. Here is a tenant